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Sir Demis Hassabis is a British computer scientist, artificial intelligence researcher, and
entrepreneur.

Demis is the co-founder and CEO of Google DeepMind. DeepMind, one of the world’s leading AI
research companies, was founded in London in 2010 and acquired by Google in 2014 in its largest
European acquisition. Demis has continued to run the company as part of the Alphabet group with
over 2000 research scientists and engineers.

DeepMind has produced numerous landmark AI breakthroughs in many challenging AI domains
from Atari games to StarCraft II, and has published over 2000 research papers - including more
than two dozen in Nature and Science.

In 2016 DeepMind famously developed AlphaGo, which learnt to play the complex game of Go
through self-play to become the first program to beat the world champion. In 2020 this was
followed up with AlphaFold2 which solved the 50-year grand challenge of protein structure
prediction by accurately predicting the 3D shape of proteins, critical for disease understanding and
drug discovery. AlphaFold was used to produce the structure predictions for over 200 million
proteins - nearly every protein known to science - which DeepMind made freely available through



the AlphaFold Protein Structure Database hosted by the European Bioinformatics Institute.
AlphaFold2 was recognised as the Breakthrough of the Year 2021 by Science, and the Method of
the Year 2021 by Nature. Demis was instrumental in the research direction and leadership of all
these projects.

Demis started his long career in AI in the games industry. A chess and programming child prodigy,
aged 17 Demis co-designed and programmed the classic multi-million selling construction and
management AI simulation game Theme Park. After graduating from Cambridge University with a
Double First in Computer Science, he founded the pioneering games company Elixir Studios,
producing several award-winning games for global publishers with cutting-edge AI at their core. He
then returned to academia to do a PhD in Cognitive Neuroscience at University College London
(UCL) investigating the mechanisms underpinning memory and imagination, followed by postdocs
at MIT and Harvard, seeking inspiration from the brain for new algorithmic AI ideas, before starting
DeepMind.

Demis has won many prestigious international awards for his research work including the
Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences, the Canada Gairdner Award, and the Lasker Award. Demis
has been awarded Honorary Doctorates from Cambridge, Oxford, UCL, and Imperial. His work
has been cited over 150,000 times and has featured in Science’s top 10 Breakthroughs of the
Year on four separate occasions. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society, and the Royal Academy of
Engineering. He has been awarded honorary degrees by Cambridge, UCL, and Imperial. In 2017
Demis featured in the Time 100 list of most influential people, and in 2024 he was awarded a
knighthood for services to Artificial Intelligence. 
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