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Most important awards, prizes and academies
Awards: Principe de Asturias de Investigación Científica, Spain (1984); Leopold Mayer de
l'Academie des Sciences de Paris, France (1986); Santiago Ramón y Cajal National Prize for
Scientific Research, Spain (1995); Severo Ochoa Chair in Biology, Section: Research abroad,
Spain (1996); Comunidad Autónoma de Madrid Research Prize, Spain (1998); Rey Jaime I
Research Medal, Valencia, Spain (1998); Encomienda con Placa de la Orden Civil de Alfonso X el
Sabio (2005); Premio México de Ciencia y Tecnología (2006). Academies: Real Academia de
Ciencias Exactas Fisícas y Naturales, Spain (1984); Foreign Member, American Academy of Arts
and Sciences, USA (1985); Foreign Member, Royal Society, London (1986); Foreign Member,
Nat. Acad. of Sciences USA, Washington, DC (1987); Founder Member, Academia Europaea
(1988); Foreign Member, Nat. Acad. of Sciences of France (1995); European Academy of
Sciences (2004). Honorary Degrees: Academy of Sciences USSR, Moscow (1990); University of
La Coruña, Spain (1996); University of Barcelona, Spain (1996); University of Oviedo, Spain
(1997); University of Salamanca, Spain (1998); University of Elche, Alicante, Spain (2001).

Summary of scientific research
The work of Antonio García-Bellido has been pioneer and prevalent in exploring an 'apogenetic'
notion of Development: the genome, active in the individual cells, determines specific cell



behaviour and this, in turn, the organization of cells in supracellular systems. The wealth of new
ideas contributed by Antonio García-Bellido in the field of Developmental Biology is related with
his outstanding experimental results in the studies of the genetic bases of cell recognition (1966-
69); genetic mosaics and blastoderm maps (1968); clonal analysis of developing systems (1968-
73) that lead him to the discovery of developmental compartments and the theory of selector
genes; somatic cell genetics (1970-76); genetic trans-regulation and syntagmas (1972-82); cell-
cell interactions in Morphogenesis (1984-). Venation and cell proliferation control (1989-). His
ideas and new approaches to the problem of Development have been followed and continued by
numerous researchers all over the world mainly in Europe and the United States of America,
prompting similar research studies in other animal groups, such as mammals, and plants. The
present flourishing of the Molecular Genetics of Development in Drosophila is due, in a large
extent, to the important work of Antonio García-Bellido that is already quoted and explained in text
books (e.g. Genetics, Strickberger, Molecular Biology of the Cell, B. Alberts et al.). Some of his
papers have been qualified as 'citation classics' by Current Contents and commented and praised
by many colleagues in research papers, review articles and dedications of books.
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