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Most important awards, prizes and academies

Academies: Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm (1965); Swedish Academy of
Engineering Sciences, Stockholm (1965); American Academy of Arts and Sciences, Boston, MA
(1965); National Academy of Sciences, Washington, DC (1973); USSR Academy of Sciences,
Moscow (1976); USSR Medical Academy, Moscow (1982). Awards: The Albert Lasker Basic
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TX (1980); Nobel Laureate in Physiology or Medicine, Stockholm (1982).

Summary of scientific research

His thesis (1943) was concerned with the mechanism of cholesterol oxidation. From 1947-58 he
was Professor of Medical Chemistry at the University of Lund, when extensive work was done on
elucidating the mechanism of cholesterol degradation to bile acids and their further metabolism as
well as the mechanism of intestinal fat absorption. During the last twenty-five years his main work
was the isolation and structure determination of the prostaglandins - hormonal bioregulators that
are found in all types of cells and are involved in the control of blood pressure, kidney function,
motility and protection of the gastrointestinal tract and every aspect of the reproductive process as



well as in certain neural and brain functions and such general reactions as inflammation.
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