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Fig. 274. Pius XI 
leaves the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences 
through its back 
entrance after the 
Plenary Session, 30 
January 1938.
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the Academy of the VN. The son of a count 
palatine, he was a good friend of St Charles. 
 
Speroni, Sperone Known as Nestore in the 
Academy of the VN (Padua 1500-1588). Born to a 
noble family, he graduated in philosophy in 1518. 
In 1520 he became Professor of Logic and, later, 
Professor of Philosophy. In Padua he founded the 
Accademia degli Animosi e dei Ginnosofisti, 
achieving great fame. He lived in Urbino, Rome, 
Ferrara, and Padua, where he died in 1588. 
  
Steno, Nicholas Physician (Copenhagen 1638 – 
Schwerin 1686). Anatomy scholar and discoverer 
of the parotid gland bearing his name. Having 
trained in Copenhagen under the guidance of 
physician Thomas Barholin, Niels Stenses moved 
to Paris in 1664 and to the court of Ferdinand II 
of Tuscany in 1666, first to Pisa and the Medici 
court where the fame of the school of Galileo 
was still alive, and then to Florence. In 1666 he 
collaborated with the Accademia del Cimento 
and began studying biology and geology. We 
owe to him the principles of stratigraphy and 
crystallography. The Museum of Natural History 
in Florence sees him as its precursor for having 
classified the Grand Duchy’s old mineral 
collections. He pursued botanical and 
anatomical studies and in 1668 published the 
book De solido, a cornerstone of modern 
geology, which earned him the title of Geologiae 
fundator. Having converted to Catholicism in 
1667, he was ordained a priest in Florence in 
1675 and bishop of Münster in 1680. He was 
beatified in 1986 on the occasion of the 300th 
anniversary of his death. 
 
Valente Milanese sculptor and scalpellino 
(chiseller). He received payments from 30 
September 1560 to 22 September 1565 for 
carrying out restoration work on ancient statues 
and putting the finishing touches on Villa Pia. 
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Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences in 
November 1998. In March 1999 John Paul II 
appointed him Secretary Prelate of the Pontifical 
Academy of St Thomas Aquinas. On 19 March 
2001 Pope John Paul II consecrated him Bishop of 
Vescovio, with the task of directing the Pontifical 
Academy of Sciences and of Social Sciences. 
 
Santi di Tito Painter and architect (Sansepolcro 
1536 – Florence 1603). His recovery of a neo-
15th century classicistic realism in his painting 
and architectural work marked the transition 
from late Mannerism. His most significant works 
include the Resurrection of Lazarus, the 
Annunciation in Santa Maria Novella and 
Phaeton’s Sisters in Palazzo Vecchio, Florence. 
  
Serbelloni, Gian Antonio Cardinal. Milanese 
nobleman and uncle of Pope Pius IV, he was 
bishop of Foligno, Cardinal Priest of S. Giorgio in 
Velabro and legate of Perugia and Umbria. He was 
transferred to Novara in 1560 where he celebrated 
the synod and founded a seminary in 1568. He was 
later appointed suburbicarian bishop of S. Maria in 
Trastevere, then of Sabina in 1577, of Palestrina in 
1578, of Frascati in 1583 and finally of Ostia and 
Velletri in 1589. He died in Rome in 1591 and was 
buried in S. Maria degli Angeli. 
 
Sfondrati, Paolo Emilio Cardinal, nicknamed 
l’Obbligato in the Academy of the VN. Born to a 
noble family in Milan, nephew of Pope Gregory 
XIV, he was Cardinal Priest of Santa Cecilia, 
legate in Bologna, member of the congregation of 
the Sant’Offizio and a good friend of St Filippo 
Neri. Under Paul V he became bishop of 
Cremona in 1607 and established a congregation 
of bishops similar to that of the Oblates founded 
by St Charles Borromeo in Milan. He died in 
Tivoli in 1618. Amidenio mentions his noble 
virtues as a bishop and churchman.  
 
Simonetta, Alessandro Known as l’Ansioso in 
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SS. Vito e Modesto by Pope Pius IV and just 
four months later administrator of the see of 
Montefeltro. He died in Rome that same year. 
 
Zuccari, Federico Painter, architect and treatise 
writer (S. Angelo in Vado 1540 – Ancona 1609). 
He is well known especially for painting the 
frescoes of the dome of Santa Maria del Fiore in 
Florence, which had been left unfinished by 
Pietro Vasari, and for working in England and 
Spain. His two homes in Florence (1579) and 
Rome (1590-1598) are interesting and rather 
eccentric. An important example of his 
theoretical activity is the treatise entitled Idea de’ 
pittori, scultori ed architetti (1607), in which he 
brilliantly distinguished between the internal 
design (idea) and the external one (form).
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He worked on the construction site of Villa 
Giulia from 1522 to 1555, in Castel Sant’Angelo 
in 1555-1556 and in the Pauline Chapel in 1556. 
  
Valerio, Agostino Cardinal (Legnago 1530 – 
Rome 1606). Nicknamed l’Obbediente in the 
Academy of the VN. Nephew on his sister’s side 
of Cardinal Navagero, a Venetian nobleman, he 
was born on 7 April 1530 in the fortress of 
Legnago where his father Bertuccio was a 
magistrate of the Republic. Lecturer in moral 
philosophy in Venice, he was promoted to the 
church of Verona by Pius IV in 1565. He was 
named apostolic visitor in Vicenza, Padua, 
Venice, Istria and Dalmatia by Pope Gregory 
XIII and was created Cardinal Priest of St Mark 
on 12 December 1583. In 1606 Paul V made him 
bishop of Palestrina. He was also ascribed to the 
congregation of the Sant’Offizio, to that of the 
Index and made bishop’s examiner. He died in 
Rome in 1606. Cardinals Paleotto, Baronio, 
Spondano, Ghilini, Sandero and Vittorelli 
praised the works and qualities of this Cardinal 
who wrote the famous Della dignità del 
Cardinalato.  
 
Vasi, Giuseppe Engraver (Corleone 1710 – 
Rome 1782). His very significant etchings of 
lifelike Roman subjects validly anticipate the 
work of Piranesi. Among them are the 
Magnificenze di Roma antica e moderna in 10 
books (1747-61) and the Prospetto dell’alma città 
di Roma dal Monte Gianicolo, 1761. 
 
Visconti, Carlo Cardinal (Milan 1523 – Rome 
1565). A member of the prominent noble 
Visconti family from Milan, in 1560 he was sent 
as a nuncio to Philip II. He was made 
protonotary by Pope Pius IV and became bishop 
of Ventimiglia in 1561. He took part in the 
Council of Trent, receiving many honours. On 12 
March 1565 he was appointed Cardinal Priest of 
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apart on Mount Cithaeron by his own dogs who 
failed to recognise him. Several authors attribute 
this punishment to the goddess Artemis, who was 
enraged with him for spying on her while she was 
bathing. After unknowingly killing their master, 
Actaeon’s dogs howled through the forest trying 
to find him, until they met Chiron, who made 
them a statue of Actaeon to comfort them. 
 
Adam (Gn 2:7). The theme of the Creation of 
Adam out of the dust of the ground includes the 
figure of God the Father breathing the breath of 
life into his nostrils. Chapters 2 and 3 narrate not 
only the Creation of Adam but also Original Sin 
and the Expulsion from Paradise (the Fall of Man). 
 
Adonis An extremely attractive young man, who, 
according to Hesiod, was the incestuous son of 
Theias, King of Syria and his daughter Myrrha or 
Smyrna, whom the gods turned into a myrrh 
tree. Adonis was a beautiful child born from the 
bark of this tree. Aphrodite, the goddess of love, 
enthralled by his beauty, took him and gave him 
to Persephone, the goddess of death, to be 
raised; the latter also fell in love with him and 
refused to give him back to Aphrodite. The 
argument between the two goddesses was settled 
by Zeus, who decided Adonis should spend four 
months with Aphrodite, four with Persephone 
and four with whoever he wanted. Adonis chose 
to spend them with Aphrodite, sending Mars 
into a rage, who thus sent a wild boar to kill him. 
Aphrodite cried over the young man’s body and 
her tears turned into anemones. This legend 
represents the cycle of nature, which, waking up 
in Spring, dies still young in Autumn; this myth 
is thus tied to the alternation of the seasons. 
Adonis is portrayed as a beautiful boy in hunting 
gear accompanied by Venus. It is also important 
to underline the Semitic origins of this myth and 
the fact that his name derives from the word 
‘lord’ in Hebrew. (See also Venus and Adonis). 
 

5.3 Painted scenes and characters  
Abduction of Deianira Deianira, daughter of 
Oeneus, the king of Aetolia, and of Althaea, was 
married to Heracles (Hercules). Travelling to 
Tyrins with him, she was ferried across the river 
Euenos by the centaur Nessus, who fell in love 
and tried to kidnap her. Heracles, who was 
swimming across, shot the centaur with an arrow. 
The dying centaur told Deianira to keep some of 
his blood to use when she realised that her 
husband no longer loved her. Upon reaching 
Trachis, Heracles fought the Dryopes and killed 
Eurytus, who had denied him the hand of his 
daughter Iole, taking her as his slave. In a fit of 
jealousy Deianira thus smeared her husband’s 
tunic with Nessus’ blood, which turned out to be 
a very potent poison. When Heracles wore it, it 
burned him unbearably and, in ripping it off, he 
also tore his skin and flesh off with it. While his 
body burned, Athena came down from a cloud 
and took him with her to Mount Olympus. Upon 
hearing of the tragedy, Deianira took her own 
life. 
 
Abduction of Europa Europa was the daughter 
of Agenor and Telephassa. While gathering 
flowers, she was abducted by Zeus disguised as a 
bull and taken to Crete. She later married 
Asterion, king of Crete, who adopted the 
children she had borne Zeus (Sarpedon, 
Rhadamanthys, Minos and Carno). Zeus gave 
her three gifts: Talos the bronze giant, a dog and 
a javelin. The bull that had abducted Europa 
was then placed among the constellations of  
the zodiac. 
 
Actaeon Son of Aristaeus (himself the son of 
Apollo and of the nymph Cyrene) and Autonoe, 
daughter of Cadmus. Trained by the centaur 
Cheiron, he became a skilled hunter and warrior. 
When he boasted he was a better hunter than 
Athena, she turned him into a stag that was torn 

Fig. 276. Southeast 
portal, Diana and 
Actaeon.

Fig. 275. Northwest 
portal, Abduction of 
Europa.
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Ambrose (Saint). From the Greek word for 
‘immortal’. Attributes: jurist and bishop of Milan, 
he was the Patron Saint of bee keepers and is 
sometimes portrayed with bees. According to 
legend a swarm of bees made a honeycomb in 
the infant Ambrose’s mouth to indicate the 
Saint’s lofty eloquence. He was a Doctor of the 
Roman Church with Augustine, Jerome and 
Gregory the Great. Born in Trier in 337 AD, he 
studied law in Rome, becoming a brilliant lawyer. 
In 370 in Milan he was the administrator of 
Liguria and Emilia when he was involved in a 
serious dispute between Arians and Christians over 
the appointment of the new bishop. He emerged a 
winner and devoted his life to theology and 
Catholic morality supporting the Church’s rights 
against the Emperor. 
 
Andrew (Saint). A disciple of John the Baptist, 
Peter’s brother was born in Galilee and later 
moved to Capernaum. Attributes: the saltire cross 
or crux decussata, also known as ‘St Andrew’s 
cross’. He was a Saint and a warrior. For this 
reason his cross was adopted as an ensign by the 
chivalrous orders. The meaning of the X-shaped 
cross is complex, but it probably derives from the 
fact that St Andrew, as written in the Acts of the 
Apostles, was tied with rope to a cross which he 
demanded be different from Jesus’ cross. Called 
‘fisher of men’ by the Lord, a fishing net is 
another of his symbols. He is one of the first 
twelve Apostles mentioned by Jesus and appears 
in the Gospel in the Miraculous Draught of Fish 
and in the Miracle of the Loaves and Fish, where 
he points out to Jesus the child with the five 
loaves and two fish. 
 
Anthony the Abbot (Saint). From the Greek 
‘born before’ or he who faces his enemies. 
Attributes: pastoral staff, pig, bell, tau cross. In the 
Hall of the Sacred Conversation he is portrayed 
praying in a cave with St Paul the Hermit. He is 

Adulteress (Jn 8:1-11). The scene with Jesus and 
the adulteress who escaped death by stoning is 
masterfully portrayed in the central section of the 
vault of the Hall of the Sacred Conversation. 
This painting follows the well-known evangelic 
description: ‘But Jesus stooped down, and with 
his finger wrote on the ground. But when they 
continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and 
said unto them, “He that is without sin among 
you, let him first cast a stone at her”’. 
 

Aegle One of the three Heliades, daughters of 
the Sun. Mother of the Hours according to 
Ligorio. The name Aegle (‘splendour’) indicates 
the beauty of the human body. 
 
Amalthea The sources on this character are 
rather discordant. According to the most reliable 
ones she was the daughter of the king of Crete, 
Melisseus, and also the Nymph who nurtured the 
infant Zeus, feeding him with her famous horn 
and hiding him from Cronus who wanted to 
swallow him. Other sources say she was the very 
goat who suckled the infant god Zeus. According 
to legend, Amalthea suspended Zeus from a tree, 
so that his father would not find him, and 
gathered the Kuretes around him to drown out 
his crying with their songs. 
 

Fig. 277. Hall of the 
Sacred Conversation, 
vault, Jesus and the 
Adulteress.
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Apostles (Mt 10:1-4). ‘Jesus called his twelve 
disciples to him. He gave them power over bad 
spirits so they could drive them out of people. 
He gave them power to heal people who were 
sick or weak in any way. The twelve apostles are: 
Simon, whose other name was Peter, and his 
brother Andrew, James and his brother John, the 
sons of Zebedee, Philip and Bartholomew, 
Thomas and Matthew the tax collector, James, 
the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose other 
name was Thaddaeus, Simon, the freedom 
fighter and Judas Iscariot, the one who gave 
Jesus over to people who hated him’. 
 
Artemis of the Ephesians Identifiable with the 
goddess Diana, she was venerated as the goddess 
of fertility in the famous temple in the port of 
Ephesus, considered one of the seven wonders of 
the world for its opulence. Adorned with multiple 
breasts, a symbol of fertility, she is different from 
Diana’s portrayal as a maiden huntress. 
 
Augustine (Saint). From the Latin Augustum, 
‘consecrated by the augurs’. Doctor of the Church 
with Ambrose, Jerome and Gregory the Great, he 
was the Patron Saint of printers and theologians. 
In Germanic countries he was considered a healer 
of sore eyes, since Augen in German means eye. 
Attributes: he is portrayed as a bishop intent in his 
studies, with his heart pierced by arrows. He was 
born in 354 AD in Tagaste, present day Souk Ahras, 
(Algeria). He studied philosophy and rhetoric in 
Madaurus and Carthage, subjects which he then 
taught in Tagaste, Carthage, Rome and Milan. He 
returned to Africa in 388 and was ordained a priest 
in 391. In 396 he became bishop of Hippo, where 
he died on 28 August 430. 
 
Aurora Sister of the Sun, she is the Roman 
goddess of dawn, equivalent to the Greek goddess 
Eos, daughter of the Titan Hyperion and Theia 
and sister of Elios (the Sun) and Selene (the 

one of the most significant figures of Christian 
asceticism and is generally depicted as a hermit 
accompanied by the devil, indicating resistance to 
temptations. His biography was written between 
326 and 372 by his disciple St Athanasius of 
Alexandria. He was born in Coma (Thebaid, 
Upper Egypt) in ca. 251 and led an ascetic life in 
Pispir from the age of twenty. Throughout his life 
he cultivated gardens and wove mats of rushes, but 
was always ready to intervene in important 
ecclesiastical questions. In 311 he comforted the 
Christians persecuted by Maximinus Daia in 
Alexandria. Upon Athanasius’ request, he also 
encouraged Christians to be faithful to the Council 
of Nicaea. He died a centenarian in ca. 356. 
 
Annunciation (Lk 1:28-38). The central scene in 
the Hall of the Annunciation shows the Virgin 
Mary unsettled by the appearance of the Archangel 
Gabriel who says to her: ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, 
you have found favour with God. You will be with 
child and give birth to a son, and you are to give 
him the name Jesus’. The scene also shows the 
dove of the Holy Spirit, which alludes to the subse-
quent conversation between the Virgin and the 
Archangel. Indeed, Mary seems to say: ‘How will 
this be, since I am a virgin?’ And the angel 
answers: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you’. 
 
Apollo Son of Zeus and Leto and brother of the 
goddess Artemis, he is the god of Orphism and his 
name was linked to a semireligious system that 
promised salvation and eternal life to its initiates. 
He is a young man of rare beauty, portrayed as 
driving a Sun chariot pulled by four horses on 
which he crosses the sky each day. He is the 
inventor of music and for this reason is represented 
at the head of the cortège of the Muses, playing his 
kithara to bring joy to the gods during their 
gatherings. He was adopted as a protector by the 
Emperor Augustus who attributed to Apollo’s 
intercession his naval victory of 31 BC in Anzio. 
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and converted king Polymius and his family. 
Because of his widespread preaching he was then 
captured by Astyages, Polymius’ brother, and 
crucified upside down. 
 
Beatitudes See the passage of the Gospel 
according to Matthew, ch. 5, verses 1-11. 
 
Birth of Venus See Venus. 
 
Cain and Abel (Gn 4:1-16). Cain and Abel 
represent evil and justice. Cain the farmer and 
Abel the shepherd were born from the union of 
Adam and Eve. Cain offers God a sheaf of wheat 
and Abel offers him a lamb. God accepts the 
lamb but refuses Cain’s offer. Moved by jealousy, 
Cain does not heed the Lord’s warning, which is 
well portrayed in the Vestibule’s vault, and leads 
his brother to a field where he kills him. Abel’s 
murder becomes the symbol of the blood spilled 
by humanity and Cain is always associated with 
Judas in the Christian tradition. 
 
Calliope See Muses. 
 
Catherine of Alexandria (Saint). Her name, 
according to the Greek etymology, means ‘pure’. 
She is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers and four 
Capital Virgins, patron saint of philosophers, 
orators and notaries. Her worship dates from the 
9th century when, according to legend, angels 
moved her body to Mount Sinai. The Legenda 
Aurea states that she was the only daughter of the 
king of Costus. Having made her vows to Christ, 
she refused the Emperor Maxentius. When 
Maxentius sent fifty wise men to dispute her faith 
in Christ, she succeded in converting them with 
her inspired rhetoric. The displeased Emperor thus 
condemned them to the stake and Catherine 
herself was sent to prison. Left without food, she 
was nourished by a dove and later condemned to 

Moon). Ligorio portrays her driving a chariot, 
according to the ancient representations of the 
Sun. She was the bride of Tithonus, brother of 
Priam and son of Ilus and Placia, and asked Zeus 
to grant him immortality, but forgot to ask for 
eternal youth. Therefore Tithonus, condemned to 
age forever, is always portrayed as a sad, frail, 
bearded old man, whom Aurora eventually locked 
up in his palace. 
 
Bacchus God of wine and fertility, venerated by 
the Romans as the old Italic god Liber Pater, he 
was later identified with Dionysus, the Greek god 
of vineyards and wine. Son of Zeus and Semele, 
daughter of Cadmus and Harmonia, he was born 
from his father’s thigh, where he had been sewn 
by Zeus who had just killed his mother. He was 
raised by the Satyrs and by Silenus, after being 
cared for by the Nymphs, who later became the 
stars of the constellation of the Hyades. 
 
Baptism of Christ (Mt 3:13-17; Mk 1:9-13; Lk 
3:21-22). Masterfully painted by Barocci in the 
Hall of the Sacred Conversation. The scene is the 
one where John the Baptist agrees to baptise Jesus 
on the banks of the river Jordan near Bethabara. 
When Jesus came out of the water after receiving 
his Baptism, the skies opened and John saw the 
spirit of God descend on Jesus as a dove. 
 
Bartholomew (Saint). Apostle. From the Aramaic 
‘son of Tolmay’. He is the patron saint of stucco 
workers, tailors, furriers, book binders, glove 
makers, plasterers, and hunters. Attributes: the 
knife with which he was flayed alive, sometimes 
his own skin over his arm, sometimes the devil in 
chains. Perhaps it was with the patronym of 
Nathanael that Philip introduced him to Jesus 
who said, ‘an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
deceit’. According to the Roman Martirology and 
the Legenda Aurea he preached in India where he 
defeated the demons that venerated sacred idols, 
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Cybele Goddess worshipped on Mount Cybele 
in Phrygia. Called ‘Mother of the Gods’, she 
represents the power of natural vegetation. She is 
portrayed wearing a mural crown, flanked by two 
lions, or riding a chariot. 
 
Cyparissus Son of Telephus. He was a very 
handsome youth who lived in Chios and was 
loved by Apollo. He kept a pet deer which he 
killed by mistake with his javelin one summer’s 
day. Cyparissus was so distressed he wanted to 
die and Apollo, seeing him so grief-stricken, 
turned him into a cypress, the tree of sadness. 
 
Daniel (Saint). Prophet. From the Hebrew ‘God 
is my Judge’. He is the last of the four great 
Prophets. A Jew of noble origins, he might have 
been born in Jerusalem and was related to the 
king of Judah. He was deported to Babylon by 
Nebuchadnezzar with other noble youths and 
was chosen to be admitted to the king’s court, to 
carry out honorific duties. He was obliged to 
change his name to Belteshazzar. He became part 
of court life and was made prince of Babylon. 
The first test of his probity came during the trial 
of Susanna, whom he saved from death by 
turning the sentence of false testimony against 
her judges. This episode is often portrayed 
showing the young but judiciously mature Daniel 
in contrast with the corruption of the two old 
judges. Having survived the collapse of the neo-
Babylonese empire, Daniel lived to see the first 
years of the new Persian empire and his last 
vision is dated 536 BC when he was over eighty. 
The Greeks commemorate him on the Sunday 
before Christmas. 
 
David Restraining Abishai from Killing Saul (1 
Sam 26:9-11) ‘And David said to Abishai: “Destroy 
him not; for who can put forth his hand against the 
Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless?”. David added: 
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death on the spiked wheel, which became her main 
attribute. When the wheel broke she was beheaded 
instead and milk spouted from her neck. 
Attributes: the broken spiked wheel, symbol of her 
martyrdom, the ring of her mystic marriage and 
sometimes even the sword that beheaded her, 
another symbol of her torment. 
 
Charity A theological virtue that makes us love 
God above everything else and our neighbours as 
ourselves. It is synonymous with humanity, 
sympathy and alms. Attributes: it is represented as 
a young mother surrounded by her children and 
often accompanied by a dove, offered by an 
apostle as an example of charity and religious love. 
 
Clio See Muses. 
 
Creation (Gn 1:1-3). In Christian iconography 
the various phases of Creation can be split into 
different scenes or portrayed as a single episode. 
God is shown as an eye or while measuring the 
Earth with a compass.  
 
Crossing of the Red Sea (Ex 14:19-31). This very 
well-known episode of Exodus is painted in the 
Museum and in the Zuccari Hall. When the 
Egyptians reached the Israelites in the Bitter Lakes 
area, God commanded Moses to lay his staff on 
the sea and a strong east wind immediately divided 
its waters. A little later, when Moses stretched his 
hand out again, the waters of the sea flowed back, 
drowning the Egyptian army. The Crossing of the 
Red Sea prefigures Baptism. Fig. 278. Zuccari 

Hall, frieze, detail of 
the Crossing of the 
Red Sea.
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reprimanded by the Lord who then condemned 
the snake to slither, woman to suffer the pangs of 
childbearing and man to toil in eternity. In this 
depiction of their banishment from the Garden 
of Eden, a distressed Adam and Eve cover their 
nakedness with fig leaves. 
 
Ezekiel (Saint). Prophet. From the Hebrew ‘God 
is my strength’. He is the prophet between pre-
exile and post-exile Israel and comes after 
Jeremiah and before Daniel. He carried out his 
social work as a prisoner, when he was deported 
to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 BC with 
ten thousand people, priests and artisans. From 
his mouth the exiled heard of the following 
prophecies and visions: God’s universal 
omnipotence, the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 
and of its temple, God’s mercy with repentance 
and conversion. Ezekiel’s many visions include 
the field strewn with dry bones that once again 
become covered in flesh thanks to God’s breath 
which, for Christians, symbolises the resurrection 
of the flesh during the last judgement. 
 
Faith Theological virtue recalling the rectitude and 
firmness of faith. Attributes: it is portrayed as a 
young woman raising a chalice in one hand and 
holding a book in the other, representing the 
Bible, the Tablets of Law and the Gospels. (See 
also Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, pp. 12-16). 
 
Fame Roman goddess who was the 
personification of fame. She is the equivalent of 
the Greek goddess Ossa, daughter of Gaea. 
Virgil wrote that Pheme, rumour, was created by 
Terra after Coeus and Enceladus. She is 
portrayed as a goddess flying very rapidly, 
sometimes with multiple eyes and mouths and 
with one or more trumpets. Ovid imagines her 
living in a noisy palace with many windows that 
echo the words that reach it. 
 
Flora Ancient Italic goddess of spring and of the 

“As the Lord liveth, nay, but the Lord shall smite 
him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall go 
down into battle, and be swept away. The Lord 
forbid it me, that I should put forth my hand 
against the Lord’s anointed; but now take, I pray 
thee, the spear that is at his head, and the cruse of 
water and let us go”’. 
 
Deianira See Abduction of Deianira. 
 
Diana Ancient goddess of daylight and the hunt, 
identifiable with Artemis of the Ephesians, she 
was the twin sister of Apollo and daughter of 
Zeus and Latona. (See also Acteon). 
 
Dike See Hours. 
 
Doctors of the Church See Ambrose (Saint), 
Augustine (Saint), Gregory the Great (Saint) and 
Jerome (Saint). 
 
Elisabeth (Saint). See Sacred Conversation.  
 
Erato See Muses. 
 
Eunomia See Hours. 
 
Europa See Abduction of Europa. 
 
Euterpe See Muses. 
 
Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt (Ex 13:17-
22). The word exodon (trip) gives its name to the 
second book of the Bible. When the Pharaoh 
agreed to let the Jews leave Egypt, God led them 
through the desert towards the Red Sea. The 
Lord preceded them as a column of cloud in 
daytime and as a column of fire at night, so that 
they could travel by day and night. 
 
Expulsion from Paradise (Gn 3:8-24). After 
committing original sin, Adam and Eve were 
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receive what they had been promised, found 
maggots in it. 
 
Graces The Roman equivalent of the Greek 
Charites, daughters of Zeus and Eurynome and 
goddesses of grace and beauty. According to 
Pindar, three Charites were worshipped in Boeotia: 
Aglaea (ornamentation), Euphrosyne (mirth) and 
Thalia (abundance), three naked young women 
with their hands on one another’s shoulders. Two 
looked one way whilst the middle one looked the 
opposite way. They lived on Mount Olympus with 
the Muses, with whom they sometimes sang; 
symbolising love and happiness, they accompanied 
Aphrodite, Hermes and the Muses. They were also 
said to influence intellectual activities and works of 
art. On the Graces as bearers of peace and 
friendship, see the entry Amicitia, Gratiae in 
Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, p. 129. 
 
Great Flood (Gn 7, 8:1-17). During the Great 
Flood the Ark, portrayed as a floating three-storey 
house, bobs on the water while desperate men and 
women thrash about below it. Carrying out God’s 
will, Noah retreats to the Ark with his wife, 
children and animals. The Lord orders rain for 
forty days and forty nights and the waters end up 
covering the mountains of the Earth, while the 
Ark floats over them. All living beings die. Only 
Noah and his family survive while the waters flood 
the Earth for one hundred and fifty days. 
 
Gregory the Great (Saint). From the Latin 
‘watchful’. He was a Pope and Doctor of the 
Church with Ambrose, Augustine and Jerome, 
and is the patron saint of teachers, musicians and 
singers. Attributes: the tiara, the dove of the Holy 
Spirit and the book of the Doctors of the Church. 
He was born around 540 AD in Rome, where he 
studied law and then became a Benedictine monk 
in the Monastery of Sant’Andrea sul Celio. He was 
sent to Constantinople as an apostolic nuncio by 

vegetative power of flowers. She is generally por-
trayed as a pretty maiden with a lap full of 
flowers and a garland of roses on her head. Ovid 
supposed Flora was a Greek nymph. One spring 
day, while she was out walking, the wind god 
Zephyrus fell in love with her, abducted and lay 
with her. He rewarded her by allowing her to rei-
gn over garden flowers and cultivated fields. 
Sometimes she is portrayed with Zephyrus or 
dancing in her garden. 
 
Fortitude One of the cardinal virtues that fortifies 
the soul against passions and the fear of death, it is 
represented as a woman armed with the shield of 
Faith and bearing a flaming sword. (See Alciati, 
Emblemata, 1548, pp. 36-39). 
 
Galatea Sea goddess, daughter of Nereus, she 
was loved by Polyphemus, the Cyclops with the 
body of a monster. However, his love was unre-
quited because Galatea was already in love with 
Acis, son of the god Pan and of a nymph. One 
day, when Galatea was resting with her lover, 
Polyphemus killed Acis with a boulder. Galatea 
thus turned Acis into a crystalline river. 
 
Gathering of Manna (Ex 16:1-36). Having 
reached the desert of Sin, between Elim and 
Mount Sinai, and fearing they would die of 
starvation because their supplies were depleted 
after the long march, the Israelites began to 
complain about Moses and Aaron. God told 
Moses to announce that he would take care of 
his people. Indeed, that night a large flock of 
quail stopped by their camp, and in the morning 
small kernels of wheat tasting of bread and honey 
were scattered around it. Moses ordered his 
people to gather in jugs what had fallen from the 
sky according to the amount they would need for 
each day. Then, on the sixth day, they were to 
gather double the amount so that they could rest 
on the Sabbath. And those who gathered more 
food than necessary, fearing they would not 

Fig. 279. Alciati, 
Emblemata, in 
Amicitia, Gratiae.
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Christians. She is associated to Aurora, whom the 
Athenians called hope because she renewed herself 
each day (See Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, pp. 45-
48). 
 
Hours: Irene, Dike, Eunomia Greek goddesses, 
daughters of Zeus and Themis and sisters of the 
Moirae (Destinies). They are the goddesses of the 
seasons and only later came to personify the hours 
of the day. At first there were three of them: 
Eunomia (equity), Dike (justice) and Irene (peace). 
For the Athenians they were Auxo (growth), 
Carpo (bearing fruit) and Thallo (bearing buds). 
They governed the cycle of the seasons and were 
considered the gate-keepers of Mount Olympus. 
Some legends describe them as Hera’s maids, who 
were members of Aphrodite’s entourage like the 
Charites. They were portrayed as three graceful 
maidens bearing flowers or plants. They appear in 
Dionysus’ cortège and are often in the company of 
Pan, god of woods and flocks of sheep. 
 
Irene/Eirene see Hours. 
  
Isaiah (Saint) Prophet. He was the greatest of the 
Prophets and a martyr. St Jerome considered him 
an evangelist and apostle. Son of Amoz and a 
relative of King Manasseh, he descended from the 
house of David and lived eight hundred years 
before Christ. His mission as a Prophet was 
communicated to him through a vision: he saw 
God sitting on a throne in the temple while a 
cherub took a hot coal from the altar and touched 
it to Isaias’ lips, purifying him from his sins and 
inviting him to preach to his people. He thus 
preached during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, Hezekiah and Manasseh. In particular, God 
sent Isaias to make Manasseh repent of his sins; at 
first the king paid no notice to him but later had 
him cut in half with a wooden saw. 
 
Israel’s Salvation from the Egyptian Army (Ex 
14:27-31). After the sons of Israel had crossed 

Pope Pelagius III and was later appointed abbot 
of Sant’Andrea. Soon after he was elected Pope by 
the Roman Senate and by the Roman clergy. A 
legislator in liturgy and plainsong, he wrote a 
Sacramentary which became fundamental for the 
Roman Missal.  
 
Hercules A symbol of the physical strength and 
courage that allude to the victory of Good over 
Evil and especially to the intellectual power of 
science, he is the hero par excellence. Attributes: 
the club and the lion skin. He was born of the 
union of Alcmena and Zeus, who seduced her 
disguised as Amphitryon, her legitimate husband. 
He married Megara, daughter of Creon, and had 
three children, whom he killed when Juno struck 
him with temporary madness. To atone his guilt, 
Hercules performed the so-called twelve labours 
for Eurystheus. Hercules later married Deianira, 
who unwillingly caused his death. Taken up into 
the sky, he became immortal. Several great feats are 
attributed to Hercules, such as the construction of 
a dam and a road near Lake Locrino in the Italian 
region of Campania. On Hercules’ moral strength 
in eloquence see the entry scientia in Alciati, 
Emblemata, Lugduni 1548, p. 144. 
 
Holy Family In this iconographic theme Jesus, 
Joseph and Mary are almost always portrayed as a 
very ordinary family, the prototype of the perfect 
family. Mary is a young mother; Jesus a delightful 
child; Joseph a mature but attentive and caring 
father. The Holy Family expands in the scene of the 
Mystic Marriage of St Catherine in the Zuccari Hall. 

 
Hope Theological virtue symbolising hope in a 
future life. It is related to sleep, which suspends 
our sufferings, and to death, which puts an end to 
them. Attributes: since the Middle Ages it has been 
portrayed as a woman resting on an anchor, her 
eyes turned to the sky, sometimes with a lamb, 
symbolising Jesus, who represents hope for the 

Fig. 280. Alciati, 
Emblemata, in 
Scientia, Eloquentia, 
Fortitudine 
praestantior.
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by his reprimands. 
 
Jerome (Saint). From the Latin Hieronymus 
meaning ‘holy name’. He was a Doctor of the 
Church with Ambrose, Augustine and Gregory 
the Great. A hermit monk and patron saint of 
scholars, archaeologists, students, librarian and 
pilgrims, he was often pleaded to by people with 
poor eyesight. Attributes: he is portrayed as a 
bearded, semi-naked anchorite, with the lion 
from whose paw he removed a thorn, a skull, the 
book (the Bible), and a Cardinal’s hat. Born in 
Stridon, Dalmatia, near Aquileia, he improved 
his still rudimentary education in Rome under 
the grammarian Donatus, and studied rethoric in 
Gaul and in Trier, transcribing works for his 
library. He soon decided to become a monk and 
lived as an anchorite in the Chalcis desert from 
353 to 358. He was the secretary of Pope 
Damasus, who had him translate the Bible from 
the Greek and, according to the Legenda Aurea, 
made him a Cardinal. He died in a monastery in 
Bethlehem in 420. 
 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Lk 22:39-
45). Awaiting his capture, Jesus retreated in 
prayer to the Garden of Gethsemane, at the foot 
of the Mount of Olives and on the banks of the 
brook of Cedron, with the Apostles Peter, John 
and James who, despite Jesus’ prayers, were 
overcome by sleep.  
 
Jesus and Peter Walking on Water (Mt 14:22-
33). This scene, which is linked to the debate on 
Peter’s primary role in the Catholic Church, is 
depicted in the Hall of the Sacred Conversation 
and in the Zuccari Hall. Jesus walks on water 
towards the Apostles who are frightened by a 
headwind. Jesus invites Peter to walk on water 
near the boat. Peter is scared and loses his 
balance. Jesus tells him: ‘You of little faith, why 
did you doubt?’ 
 

the Red Sea, the Lord drowned the Egyptians in 
the waves. The waters closed over the Pharaoh’s 
army while the Israelites walked through the sea 
on dry land, since the waters had created a dam 
to their left and to their right. 
 
James the Greater (Saint). Apostle. He is the 
patron saint of hatters, pharmacists, pilgrims, 
Spain and Guatemala. Attributes: he is dressed as 
a pilgrim with a walking stick, saddlebag and hat; 
sometimes he also has a book, a sword and a 
scallop shell. Son of Zebedee and older brother of 
St John the Evangelist, he was nicknamed ‘son of 
thunder’ by Jesus. He was present at the 
Transfiguration on Mount Tabor with Peter and 
John and during prayers in the garden of 
Gethsemane. He evangelised Spain but Herod 
Agrippa had him beheaded in 42 AD upon his 
return to Jerusalem. His body was loaded onto a 
boat and buried in a forest in Galicia, where it 
was discovered again in the 9th century under 
miraculous circumstances. This event led to the 
birth of Santiago de Compostela, a city which is 
still a famous pilgrimage site. 
 
Jeremiah (Saint). Prophet. From the Hebrew 
‘exaltation of the Lord’ (Anathoth, Jerusalem 650 
BC – Egypt, ca. 587 BC). Jeremiah, one of the four 
most important prophets of Israel, was born 
around 650 BC near Jerusalem in the village of 
Anathoth and preached in Judah’s kingdom 
between 622 and 587. As a priest in the temple of 
Jerusalem he was chosen to witness its destruction 
and that of the Davidic kingdom of Judah. In 
those years, thanks to Nebuchadnezzar, the 
Assyrian empire disappeared and the power of 
Babylon emerged. Nebuchadnezzar made three 
expeditions against the kingdom of Judah which 
ended in the destruction of the Temple and the 
deportation of the Israelites. The Prophet was 
captured and taken to Egypt, where he was 
probably stoned to death by the Jews, exasperated 
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he is thrown overboard. Swallowed by a big fish, 
the prophet prays God for forgiveness and, after 
three days, he is washed ashore unscathed. 
 
Joseph (Saint). Jewish name meaning ‘God shall 
add other sons’. Patron saint of artisans, 
carpenters and workers. Attributes: staff, 
carpenter’s tools and the lily, a symbol of chastity. 
Portrayed as an aging man, he is often described 
as an old widower. A carpenter in Nazareth, he is 
Mary’s husband and Jesus’ foster-father. An angel 
who appeared to him in a dream urged him to flee 
to Egypt to save his son from Herod’s persecution. 
In a subsequent dream the angel told him to 
return to Nazareth with Mary and the Child. In 
the Gospels he appears with the twelve-year-old 
Jesus and the doctors in the Temple. 
 
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife (Gn 39:7-23). In 
Egypt Joseph was sold to Potiphar, a minister of 
the Pharaoh, whom he impressed to the point of 
being nominated superintendent of his household. 
However, Potiphar’s wife fell in love with him and 
tried to seduce him. When the young man 
rejected her, the woman accused him of trying to 
seduce her. Potiphar believed his wife and sent 
Joseph to jail. Joseph, however, stood out even in 
prison and was put in charge of the other 
prisoners. 
 
Joseph Describing his Dreams to his Brothers 
(Gn 37:1-11; 40; 41:1-46). Joseph’s ability to 
interpret dreams marked his fate: sold by his 
envious brothers to slave merchants bound for 
Egypt, he became the Pharaoh’s advisor. It is 
interesting to note that the interpretation of 
dreams sparked the same interest in ancient 
cultures as it does nowadays. 
 
Joseph Reunited with his Brothers (Gn 42-45). 
After seven years of abundance, famine spread 
even beyond Egypt. However, thanks to the 

Jesus on the Way to the Calvary (Mk 15:20-
22). 
After mocking Jesus, the soldiers took him to be 
crucified. Forcing Simon of Cyrene to bear the 
cross, they led Jesus to Golgotha, the ‘place of 
the Skull’. 
 
John the Baptist (Saint). Jewish name meaning 
‘gift of God’. He is the patron saint of leather 
workers and tailors. Attributes: he is either 
portrayed with his mother, St Elisabeth, or as a 
hermit, dressed in skins, with the Easter lamb, a 
cross symbolising repentance and a scroll with the 
sentence Ecce Agnus Dei. According to the 
Gospels he was born six months before Jesus and 
was the son of Elisabeth and Zachariah. He was 
the forerunner of Jesus, whom he baptised in the 
Jordan, and lived in the desert as a hermit, 
preaching repentance. 
 
John the Evangelist (Saint). Jewish name meaning 
‘God is merciful’. Patron saint of booksellers, 
theologians and typographers. Attributes: young 
and beardless, with an eagle symbolising his sharp-
witted way of examining reality. He and his brother 
James were among Jesus’ first disciples. He took 
part in the Miraculous Draught of Fish, the Miracle 
of the Loaves, the Transfiguration, the prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane and in the Last Supper. 
 
Jonah and the Whale (Jonah 1:8-16). The 
Zuccari Hall contains one of the most well-
known episodes of Jonah’s life, prefiguring the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, who remained in 
his tomb for three days, the same length of time 
that Jonah was trapped in the fish’s stomach. 
Commanded by God to convert the pagans of 
the city of Nineveh, Jonah avoids doing so by 
fleeing to Jaffa and boarding a boat to Tarshish. 
As punishment, God raises a storm that 
endangers the boat. When Jonah confesses to the 
sailors that he is responsible for such a disaster, 



277

Artemis, daughter of the Titans Coeus and 
Phoebe. Having given birth to twins, in Lycia, 
she turned into frogs some peasants who forbade 
her to wash her children in a nearby spring. 
Some sources say that Leto arrived on the island 
of Ortygia disguised as a she-wolf; others state 
that she asked the Hyperboreans for shelter. 
 
Matthew (Saint). Apostle and evangelist. From 
the Hebrew ‘God’s gift’, called Levi by the 
evangelists Mark and Luke, he lived in 
Capharnaum and was a Jewish tax collector. He 
is the patron saint of bankers, bank clerks, 
bookkeepers, accountants and taxes. Attributes: a 
purse, an account book, an angel and a sword. 
According to St Luke, he got rid of his material 
goods and followed Jesus. He wrote his Gospel 
in Syria, centring it on the figure of Jesus and on 
the attitude that each disciple should adopt. He 
was killed near an altar for preventing the 
marriage of King Egippus’ daughter, who then 
converted to Christianity and became an abbess. 
He is traditionally portrayed as avidly counting 
money when Jesus calls him. 
 
Medusa One of the three Gorgons, with Stheno 
and Euryale, daughters of Phorcys and Keto, 
Medusa is considered the Gorgon par excellence. 
Serpent-haired, she had tusks similar to a wild 
boar’s and golden wings. Her eyes were so pene-
trating that she turned people to stone with her 
gaze. (See also Perseus). 
 
Melpomene See Muses. 
 
Miraculous Draught of Fish (Lk 5:1-11). Painted 
in the Zuccari Hall is the passage of Luke 
according to which the Apostles do not abandon 
their jobs after the first miraculous draught of fish. 
 
Mnemosyne Greek goddess personifying memory, 
and daughter of Uranus and Gaia. In Pieria, near 
Mount Olympus, she gave birth to the nine Muses 
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stores he had accumulated, Joseph sold wheat to 
the needy and, with various ploys, was able to 
have his father and brothers accepted into the 
Pharaoh’s court. 
 
Judith and Holofernes (Judith 13:11-16). This 
rather popular scene in the Zuccari Hall 
symbolises Holofernes as power blinded by pride 
and Judith as the craftiness of Jewish people. In 
order to free the city of Bethulia, under siege by 
the Assyrians, Judith seduces the general 
Holofernes, who invites her to a banquet. 
However, at the end of the banquet, Judith kills 
the general and, with the complicity of her 
maidservant, decapitates him, putting his head in 
a sack and then displaying it on the walls of 
Bethulia. Holofernes’ death creates confusion 
among the Assyrians who free Bethulia and are 
chased away by the Israelites. 
 
Jupiter See Amalthea. 
 
Justice Cardinal virtue that regulates relations 
among equals. It is portrayed as a young woman 
holding a scales (See Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, 
pp. 30-35). 
 
Juventas Goddess of youth, patron of boys who 
wear an adult man’s toga for the first time. She is 
often likened to Hebe, the daughter of Zeus and 
Hera, who personified Youth. 
 
Last Supper (Mt 26:17-29; Mk 14:12-25; 
Lk 22:7-23; Jn 13:21-30). Following evidence in 
the Gospels, we can identify two major themes in 
the portrayal of this iconography: 1) the 
announcement of the betrayal and 2) the 
establishment of the sacrament of the Eucharist 
with which Jesus offers the Apostles his own 
body and blood in the form of bread and wine. 
 
Latona with the Lycian Peasants Latin name of 
the Greek goddess Leto, mother of Apollo and 

Fig. 281. Southeast 
portal, detail of 
Latona with the 
Lycian Peasants.

Fig. 282. Academy 
façade, Medusa.
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God what he should do. The Lord told him to go 
to a mountain and strike the rock, in Horeb, with 
his staff; water would come out of the rocky mass 
to quench the thirst of men and animals. Moses 
did so and named that place massah and Meriba’. 
  
Muses Daughters of Mnemosyne and Zeus, they 
are nine sisters generated after nine nights of 
consecutive lovemaking (see section IV of this 
guide for Ligorio’s interpretation of this myth 
from the psychological and cognitive point of 
view). The Muses are the goddesses of song and 
are connected to Apollo: they represent artistic 
inspiration and preside over all forms of thought: 
eloquence, persuasion, wisdom, history, 
mathematics and astronomy. In classic times they 
were Calliope who represented epic poetry; Clio 
history; Euterpe lyrical poetry; Terpsichore 
dancing; Erato love poetry; Melpomene tragedy; 
Thalia comedy; Urania astronomy; Polyhymnia 
agriculture.  
 
Mystic Marriage of St Catherine See Catherine 
of Alexandria (Saint). 
 
Neptune See Triumph of Neptune. 
 
Nymphs Meaning ‘young woman’ in Greek, the 
nymphs were secondary divinities, symbolising 
the elementary forces of nature and of the fields, 
of which they personified fertility. Their role was 
to attend with their songs to newborn gods in 
caves or to children born of divine love. They are 
often accompanied by a higher divinity; Calypso 
and Circe, for example, had Nymphs associated 
with them. 
 
Occasio A goddess who presided over 
opportunity or the most favourable moment to 
succeed in an endeavour, Phidias sculpted her 
naked with her long hair gathered on her 
forehead, winged feet like Mercury and standing 

during nine nights and offered them to Zeus. 
 
Modesty Moderating virtue closely connected to 
prudence and to the temperance of sexual instincts, 
which it moderates with rectitude. Besides its 
pedagogical and moral influence on the individual, 
modesty also has an incalculable social value. 
 
Moses, Birth of (Gn 2:1-5) ‘A man of the house of 
Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. The 
woman conceived and bore a son, and when she 
saw him that he was good, she hid him for three 
months. When she could no longer hide him, she 
took for him a reed basket, smeared it with clay 
and pitch, placed the child into it, and put it into 
the marsh at the Nile’s edge. His sister stood from 
afar, to know what would be done to him. 
Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe, to the 
Nile, and her maidens were walking along the Nile, 
and she saw the basket in the midst of the marsh, 
and she sent her maidservant, and she took it’. 
 
Moses Presenting the Law to the Israelites (Ex 
34:29-35). When Moses descended Mount Sinai, 
carrying for the second time the tablets of the 
testimony, he called and spoke to the children of 
Israel, Aaron and all the princes of the community. 
They drew near and Moses told them everything 
that the Lord had commanded on Mount Sinai. 
 
Moses Receiving the Tablets of the Law (Ex 31:18). 
Having remained on Mount Sinai for forty days and 
forty nights, Moses spoke to God and received from 
him the two stone tablets of the testimony, on which 
God’s finger had written the commandments. This 
episode is the precursor of the Pentecost, the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles. 
 
Moses Striking the Rock (Ex 17:1-7). ‘During 
their journey through the desert of Sin, the people 
of Israel having reached Rephidim complained to 
Moses of their thirst. Moses, concerned, asked 

Fig. 283. Alciati, 
Emblemata, in 
Fortuna, in 
Occasionem.
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communities and a sword symbolising his 
martyrdom. In Hebrew his original name was 
Saul. Having been baptised by Ananias he began 
preaching the Christian faith very late in life and 
encountered problems due to the diffidence of 
Christians themselves. He founded many 
Catholic communities in Asia Minor. 
 
Paul the First Hermit (Saint). (Egypt, 3rd-4th 
century AD). Commonly considered the first 
Christian hermit, he lived in the Theban desert 
and is the patron saint of mat makers. Attributes: 
a skull, a lion and a raven. He is generally 
portrayed wearing a habit, with a long, unkempt 
beard and hair. In the apocryphal tradition he 
was portrayed with two centaurs and a faun who 
showed St Anthony the Abbot the way to his 
retreat. An Egyptian who belonged to a noble 
Christian family, he left the city of Thebes in 251 
to escape the emperor Decius’ persecutions. 
However, by the time the persecutions had 
ended, he had become fond of the solitude of the 
desert and did not return to Thebes. According 
to St Jerome (ca. 347-420) he remained in the 
desert for sixty years, weaving his clothes out of 
palm leaves and eating the fruit brought to him 
by a raven. He was visited only by St Anthony 
the Abbot before his death. He died alone and 
was buried by St Anthony, assisted by two lions. 
 
Pax Roman allegoric goddess equivalent to the 
Greek Irene, daughter of Zeus and Themis, and 
one of the Hours. She personifies the tranquillity 
and prosperity present in times of peace. 
Attributes: the dove that brought Noah the olive 
branch as a sign that the flood had ceased and 
peace had been restored; the olive tree, a sign of 
triumph and calm, with which the ambassadors in 
charge of requesting truce or peace were crowned 
in ancient times; ears of wheat representing the 
fertility of fields cultivated in times of peace (See 
Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, pp. 140-142). 

on a wheel. Her companion was a crying woman 
in tattered clothes, representing Regret or 
Repentance, because he who misses an 
opportunity is always full of regret and complains 
about himself. Also portrayed as a woman holding 
a razor, with the back of her head bald, one foot 
in the air and the other on a wheel, sometimes as a 
woman running along the razor’s edge. For this 
interpretation of Opportunity generated by 
Fortune see Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, p. 100. 
 
Original sin (Gn 2:16-17; 3:1-7). After creating 
him, God admonishes Adam not to eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil ‘for when 
you eat of it you will surely die’. However, Eve, 
encouraged by the snake, falls into the 
temptation of picking an apple from the 
forbidden tree and eats it, offering some to 
Adam. The scene in the Vestibule portrays Eve’s 
temptation while she picks the apple of the tree 
of knowledge. 
 
Pan Pastoral god of the woods, originally 
venerated by the people of Arcadia, he quickly 
became well-known and honoured all over 
Greece. He was the son of Hermes and of the 
nymph Penelope. As a demon who was half man 
and half animal, he appeared to have a goat’s 
hind legs, cloven hooves, two horns on his 
forehead and a furry body. Attributes: a syrinx 
(pan flute), a shepherd’s staff and a pine crown 
held in his hand. His mother, frightened by his 
looks, abandoned him at birth but Hermes 
wrapped him in a hare skin and took him to 
Mount Olympus for all the gods to see. 
Dionysus, especially, welcomed him with open 
arms. The gods thus named him Pan, because he 
delighted them all. 
 
Paul (Saint). Apostle. From the Latin meaning 
‘small’. Patron saint of theologians and of the 
Catholic press. Attributes: a book collecting the 
epistles he wrote to the first Christian 

Fig. 284. Zuccari 
Hall, vault, 
St Paul.
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miracle of the loaves; he was the one whom the 
Greeks asked for a meeting with Jesus. He 
probably preached in Phrygia after Pentecost and 
was stoned and crucified in Hierapolis. 
 
Pieris Mythical mount in Thessaly where the 
Muses, who were later nicknamed Pierides, were 
born from Zeus and Mnemosyne. 
 
Polyhymnia See Muses. 
 
Pomona Roman nymph and goddess of fruit. 
According to Ovid she is the wife of Vertumnus, 
god of seasons and soil fertility. She is portrayed 
with a basket of apples.  
 
Preaching of St John the Baptist See John the 
Baptist (Saint). 
 
Providence Virtue indicating fate, destiny, and 
providence. Attributes: it is portrayed as a young 
woman holding the thread of Providence. 
 
Prudence Cardinal virtue indicating the memory 
of things past, present and future, since cautious 
men have to be aware of the past in order to 
foretell the future. Attributes: it is portrayed as a 
young woman holding a snake, which was 
considered a very wise and therefore prudent 
animal. Indeed, Jesus urged men to be as 
cautious as snakes. (See also Alciati, Emblemata, 
1548, pp. 17-29 and especially p. 23 where a 
snake is wrapped around a spear). 
 
Religion Allegorical figure often portrayed as a 
woman kneeling at an altar or holding a temple. 
Vasari portrayed her with the Old Testament at 
her feet and the New Testament in her hand, 
open at the page of St Paul’s letters. Attributes: 
altar, temple or closed book symbolising 
religion’s mysteries. 
 

 
Penitence of St Jerome See Jerome (Saint). 
 
Perseus Setting Andromeda Free Son of Zeus 
and Danae, he became famous for killing Medusa 
and rescuing Andromeda. Following Polydectes’ 
orders and Athena’s and Hermes’ advice, Perseus 
went to kill Medusa with the winged sandals 
given to him by the Nymphs and with the helm 
and wallet of Hades. Armed with the dead 
Medusa’s head, he then mounted Pegasus, the 
winged horse born with Chrysaor from the 
Gorgon’s neck. He rode through Morocco and 
Ethiopia and finally reached his mother 
Andromeda who, tied to a rock, was about to be 
killed by Polydectes. Perseus thus used Medusa’s 
head to petrify him. He gave Polydectes’ throne 
to Dictys, returned to Hermes his sandals, helm 
and wallet, and gave Medusa’s head to Athena. 
 
Peter (Saint). Apostle. Latin name meaning ‘stone, 
rock’. Patron saint of key makers, fishermen, 
builders, and watchmakers. Attributes: the crossed 
keys (the gold one symbolising absolution and the 
silver one repentance), the book and sometimes a 
boat. Simon, later called Peter, was originally a 
fisherman. Jesus thus called him a ‘fisher of men’. 
A witness to the Transfiguration and Jesus’ prayer 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus changed his 
name from Simon to Keipha, i.e. ‘stone’. Having 
become Peter, he was entrusted with the 
foundation of the Church. He was the first saint to 
perform miracles, to baptise and to organise the 
Church. He died between 64 and 67 under Nero. 
 
Philip (Saint). One of the twelve Apostles, his 
name means ‘lover of horses’ in Greek. Attributes: 
he wears a tunic and pallium. He bears a cross, 
probably because he was martyred on one, and a 
dragon. Originally from Bethsaida, he became one 
of Jesus’ twelve Apostles after meeting John the 
Baptist. Jesus asked Philip for food before the 

Fig. 285. Northwest 
portal, Perseus 
Setting Andromeda 
Free.
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Seasons Three at first, since Autumn was 
incorporated in Summer, they later became four 
and were identified with the Hours, subsequently 
represented by four gods: Heracles for Winter, 
Dionysus for Autumn, Hermes for Spring and 
Apollo for Summer. They are portrayed on the 
Casina’s two entrance portals. 
 
Silenus Old satyr who followed and raised 
Bacchus. Attributes: often portrayed as a 
perennially drunk, fat, rotund old man with a 
squat nose and hairy chest, holding a cup of wine. 

 
Simon (Saint) Apostle. From the Hebrew ‘God 
has heard’. He is the patron saint of fishermen. 
Attributes: dressed in a pallium he holds a saw, 
the instrument of his martyrdom. He is portrayed 
with the apostle Jude Thaddaeus. He was 
probably born in Cana and, according to the 
Apostolic History of pseudo-Abdias, he was the 
brother of Jude Thaddaeus and James the Less, 
sons of Mary of Cleophas and Alpheus. Simon 
and Jude Thaddaeus probably preached in 
Persia, where they were killed by pagan priests. 
According to Eusebius, however, Simon 
succeeded James as bishop of Jerusalem. 
 
Sun In a few ancient representations she had a 
lyre with seven strings, indicating the harmonious 
movement of the seven planets known at the time 
to rotate around the sun (see Apollo).  
 
Temperance Cardinal virtue curbing passions 
and moderating the concupiscence of the flesh. 
Attributes: it is portrayed as a female figure 
diluting wine with water. 
 
Temptation in the Desert (Mt 4:1-4). Jesus is led 
into the desert by the Holy Spirit to be tempted 
by the devil. When he became hungry, the devil 
said: ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones 
to become bread’. And Jesus answered: ‘It is 

Repentance Allegory personified by an unkempt, 
crying woman dressed in tatters. (See also Occasio). 
 
Rivers of Eden (Gn 2:10-14). ‘A river rises in 
Eden to water the garden; beyond there it divides 
and becomes four branches. The name of the first 
is the Pishon; it is the one that winds through the 
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. The 
gold of that land is excellent; bdellium and lapis 
lazuli are also there. The name of the second river 
is the Gihon; it is the one that winds all through 
the land of Cush. The name of the third river is 
the Tigris; it is the one that flows east of Asshur. 
The fourth river is the Euphrates’. The four rivers 
symbolise the four Gospels. 
 
Sacred Conversation The main scene of the 
vault of the room painted by Barocci portrays the 
sacred conversation between the Virgin Mary 
with the infant Jesus at the centre and, to one 
side, the infant St John bearing a cross and the 
symbol of the Agnus Dei, accompanied by St 
Elisabeth, St Zachariah and a dog, the symbol of 
prophets. This meeting between Mary and 
Elisabeth, contained in the apocryphal Gospels, 
comes after the so-called Visitation. The Sacred 
Conversation, closely tied to the Annunciation 
and to Mary’s conception, is quite a widespread 
topic in German Late Gotic paintings and 
especially Tuscan Renaissance ones.  
 
St Anthony the Abbot in search of St Paul the 
Hermit See Anthony the Abbot (Saint) and Paul 
the First Hermit (Saint).  
 
Samaritan Woman at the Well (Jn 4:1-42). 
Barocci paints the meeting between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman in front of Jacob’s well, near 
Sychar in Samaria, which introduces the topic of 
the ‘spring of water welling up to eternal life’. 
 

Fig. 286. Northwest 
portal on the oval 
courtyard, Summer.

Fig. 287. Vestibule of 
Creation, ancient 
statue of Silenus.
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Triumph of Galatea See Galatea. 
 
Triumph of Neptune Neptune, the Roman sea 
god, son of Saturn and Hera, brother of Zeus, 
corresponds to Poseidon. The Romans paired 
him with Salacia or with Venilia. He had the 
power to unleash and placate violent storms: 
sailors used to ask for his protection to ensure a 
calmer sail. 
 
Urania See Muses. 
 
Venus Ancient goddess of beauty and love who 
had a sanctuary in Ardea before the foundation 
of Rome. Attributes: the rose, the myrtle, and the 
apple. She is sometimes accompanied by a dove, 
a sparrow, swans or rabbits. She was born of the 
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written: Man does not live on bread alone, but on 
every word that comes from the mouth of God’. 
 
Terpsichore See Muses. 
 
Thalia See Muses. 
 
Thomas the Apostle (Saint). From the Aramaic 
meaning ‘twin’. He was the patron saint of 
architects, artists, surveyors, builders and 
chisellers. Attributes: a square, a spear, sometimes 
a belt. He is the one who followed Jesus after 
Lazarus’ death, instead of returning to Judea. He 
was the doubting one who asked Jesus, ‘Lord, we 
don’t know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?’. Jesus replied, ‘I am the way and 
the truth and the life’ (Gv 14:5-6). He doubted 
Jesus’ resurrection saying, ‘Unless I see the nail 
marks in his hands and put my finger where the 
nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will 
not believe it’ (Gv 20:25). He died a martyr in 
India. 
 
Tithonus Son of Laomedon and Strymo, brother 
of Priamus, because of his beauty, Eos (Aurora) 
fell in love with him and obtained his immortality 
from Zeus. Unfortunately, however, she forgot to 
ask for eternal youth, so Tithonus grew older and 
older, becoming a withered old man; tired of 
him, Eos turned him into a cicada. Eos bore him 
two sons, Memnon and Emathion. 
 
Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-13; Mk 9:1-13; Lk 9:28-
36). Accompanied by the Apostles Peter, James 
and his brother John, Jesus walked up a high hill 
and transfigured before them: his face shone like 
the sun and his robes became as white as the 
light. Moses and Elias also appeared and talked 
to Jesus. A cloud enveloped them all and the 
Apostles fell to the ground, terrified. 
 
Trial of the Adulteress See Adulteress. 
 

Fig. 288. Southeast 
portal, detail of the 
Birth of Venus.

love between Zeus and Dione. However, 
according to Hesiod, Venus was the daughter of 
Uranus. She was born of the sea where Saturn 
had thrown the genitals of his emasculated father 
and, pushed along by a sea breeze, landed onto 
the island of Cythera and Cyprus. She is said to 
have been Mars’ lover and, in the 2nd century 
BC, was assimilated with the Greek goddess 
Aphrodite. (See also Venus and Adonis). 
 
Venus and Adonis The vault of the Museum 
features the following scenes taken from the story 
of Venus and Adonis: 1) Adonis is hunting, his 
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Justice, Prudence and Temperance), together 
form a septenary structure. The former three, 
directly infused by God, were introduced in the 
Middle Ages by the Fathers of the Church, who 
were inspired by the dogmas of the Holy 
Scriptures. The latter are conceived as natural 
gifts obtained by following the evangelical 
Doctrine and are based on Socratic, Platonic and 
Aristotelic philosophy. See individual entries. 
 
Virtue and Indolence The scene portrayed in the 
Hall of the Annunciation is inspired by one of 
Andrea Alciati’s scenes representing Virtue, in 
the chapter Desidiam Abiiciendam of his 
Emblemata. 
 
Wisdom Cardinal virtue that the ancients 
represented as Minerva. Attributes: the book in 
which wisdom finds real science and the olive 
tree, symbol of inner and outer peace. 
 
Zeus See Amalthea.  
 
Zodiac Based on the ancient Roman calendar 
that began in March (Romolus, 8th century BC), 
the civil year comprised 10 months 
corresponding to ours, minus January and 
February. The month of July was named quintilis 
(fifth month) and August was sextilis (sixth 
month).

right arm raised and about to throw a spear at a 
wild boar while two hounds at his feet follow the 
prey; 2) Adonis has fallen to the ground unarmed 
and raises his left hand to protect himself from 
the wild boar that is attacking him. Behind him, 
one of his dogs ignores it; 3) a troubled Venus 
rushes to Adonis whom the boar has wounded to 
death. Two cupids float in the sky and a third 
shares Venus’ pain; 4) Love takes revenge on the 
wild boar. Two enthusiastic cupids tie the 
animal’s legs; 5) Two cupids drag the boar to 
Venus; 6) Damaged scene; 7) Assisted by two 
cupids, Venus saws off the boar’s tusk that killed 
Adonis, who lies lifeless at her feet; 8) Venus lays 
her hand on Adonis’ corpse, before his descent 
into Hades. According to Ovid’s Metamorphoses, 
Venus pours the nectar of the gods into Adonis’ 
blood, which generates flowers; 9) and 10) Venus 
rides a chariot pulled skywards by doves (See 
also Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, p. 91). 
 
Veritas Meaning ‘not hidden’ or ‘he who hides 
nothing’. It indicates genuine ‘thought’ and ‘being’ 
as opposed unreasonable imitation and confor-
mity, conferring a universal, objective value to 
genuine truth. Thus, objective and subjective truth 
must never be in contrast with each other but 
must come together. In the Museum’s attic Veritas 
is portrayed with a horn full of fruit in her left 
hand. (On the link between Veritas and Faith see 
Alciati, Emblemata, 1548, p. 12). 
 
Victory Roman goddess identifiable with the 
Greek goddess Nike. Attributes: the olive branch, 
which the ancients often used to crown winners, 
and the palm, believed to be a symbol of victory 
because of its flexibility and resilience. She is 
almost always winged but the Athenians 
portrayed her without wings so that she would 
not fly away. 
 
Virtue The three theological virtues (Faith, Hope 
and Charity) and four cardinal virtues (Fortitude, 

Fig. 291. Vestibule of 
Creation, herma of 
the zodiac.

Fig. 289. Alciati, 
Emblemata, in Fides, 
Fidei Symbolum.

Fig. 290. Alciati, 
Emblemata, in 
Desidiam 
Abiiciendam.
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