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HISTORICAL NOTES TO THE DISCOVERY
OF THE COSMIC RADIATION

GEORGES DE HEVESY

Pontifical Academician

SvMMARIVM — Breviter exponit Auctor nonnulla quae ipse reminiscitur
de radiorum cosmicorum inventione.

I did not have the privilege to make a balloon ascent in the
company of his Excellency Professor Hess that day when he
made the fundamental discovery of the existence of a Cosmic
Radiation. But I had several times occasion during those
times to make balloon ascents under his leadership starting
from Vienna. I had opportunity to admire his great capacity
to master the flight of the balloon, to construct his apparatus
and make his measurements with great arcuracy and skill.

It was among others on an Easter day when we started from
Vienna with the intention to land in Lower Austria. From the
height of the balloon a military band walking in the streets of
the capital looked like a group of toy soldiers. The afternoon
we wished to descend in the vicinity of a village in Lower Au-
stria, the first step of the descent being to throw out a rope.
As it was a holiday all inhabitants of the village were out-of-
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doors and noticing the rope thrown out thought that they were
supposed to pull the rope down. Soon al] the inhabitants
against an admonition —_ were hanging on the tope and creating
a dangerous situatiop for us. We risked to land op the roof
of a house with possibly serious consequences both for the house

ad for ourselves.  This situation induced Professor Hess to

illuminaﬁng papers read during these days. This development
must be an immense satisfaction to Professor Hess, its ingenious



