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Most important awards, prizes and academies
2020 L’Oréal-UNESCO prize for Women in Science International Award 2020 2019 Hansen
Family Award, 2019; 2017 Grand Prix of INSERM 2017; 2017 Prix René et Andrée Duquesne of
La Ligue contre le Cancer; 2017 The European Society for Human Genetics Award 2013 Prix de
la Fondation Allianz, Institut de France 2012 Science Heirloom for Women in Science; 2011 Grand
Prix de la FRM, Paris, France; 2009 Prix Jean Hamburger de la Ville de Paris, France; 2008
CNRS Silver Medal (“Medaille d’Argent” du CNRS), Paris, France; 2007 The “Otto Mangold” prize,
German Society for Developmental Biology, Germany. 2022 Elected member of the Royal
Academy in Denmark; 2021 Elected member of the USA National Academy of Medicine; 2021
Elected member of the Leopoldina, German National Academy of Sciences 2021 Elected member
of the USA National Academy of Sciences; 2021 Member of WHO Science Council; 2021 Chair of
scientific advisory board, Institut Curie; 2020 Member of scientific advisory board, Janelia Farm
HHMI; 2018 Member of scientific advisory board, Crick Institute; 2018 Member of scientific
advisory board, Hubrecht Institute; 2013 Elected Fellow of the Royal Society, UK.

Summary of scientific research



A female perspective: from X-chromosome inactivation to a life in science X-chromosome
inactivation during early female development is an essential epigenetic process that is required to
achieve appropriate dosage for X-linked gene products. The Heard lab is interested in
understanding how the differential treatment of the two X chromosomes in the same nucleus is set
up during development and how this differential expression is then maintained, or reversed in
certain circumstances during development or in a disease context. Our approaches are multiple, in
vivo and in vitro and exploring molecular and cellular dynamics in space and time. X inactivation is
also a very female process whereby gene dosage variation for X-linked genes can have profound
effects during development but also in disease.
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