The President and the Chancellor

Prot. N. 0014 - Vatican City, 5 January 2023

Commemoration of His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI,

former member of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences

Dear Academicians, Colleagues and Friends of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences,

You have certainly heard the sad news of the death of Pope Benedict XVI which
occurred in the Monastery of Mary Mother of the Church, in the Vatican, on 31
December 2022; and while we offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences to Pope
Francis and to the Catholic Church all over the world, we wish to extend the same to
all of you, devoted Academicians, because Pope Benedict XVI shared membership of
this Pontifical Academy of Sciences with us. He was an illustrious and stalwart
member of our Academy; and with filial devotion and affection, we wish to briefly
celebrate here his cherished memory.

Cardinal Ratzinger, as Pope Benedict XVI was called before his election to this high
office, was appointed a member of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences in 2002 by
Pope John Paul Il. At that time, he was the Prefect of the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith.

As Pope Benedict XVI, Joseph Ratzinger remained a strong supporter of the Academy,
followed the deliberations of the Academy and addressed its members regularly at
Plenary Sessions and on other occasions.

It will be a tough uphill climb to attempt, in this commemorative tribute, to do full
justice to the great intellectual, philosophical and theological stature, of Pope
Benedict, which he graciously and unassumingly displayed in his many interactions
with members of the Academy and in his oral and written contributions to gatherings
of the Academicians and elsewhere. We wish in this modest tribute simply to draw a
particular attention to and to share with you two illustrative documents which give



voice to Pope Benedict XVI himself, namely, his self-introduction when he became a
member of the Pontifical Academy in 2002, and his last address to our Academy in
2012.

In his humble self-introduction, he pointed to his academic career, i.e. his doctoral
dissertation about the notion of the people of God in Saint Augustine, stressing that
Augustine saw Christian faith, not in continuity with earlier religions, but rather in
continuity with philosophy as a victory of reason over superstition. As a post-doctoral
researcher, he studied Bonaventure, whose writings led Ratzinger to the discovery
that a significant thought-current among the Franciscans held with conviction that
Saint Francis of Assisi and the Franciscan Order marked the beginning of a third period
of history. He also outlined his research as Professor in Bonn, Tlubingen, Regensburg,
and as Cardinal in Munich. He closed his self-introduction by pointing at work on
documents he guided in the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, concerning
the relationship between the Holy Bible of the Jewish people, the TaNaK (the Law,
Prophets and Writings), which is the Christian Old Testament, and the Christian New
Testament. Ratzinger hoped that these documents of the CDF would also be helpful
in the dialogue between Christians and Jews. He also pointed at his thoughts on
intercultural and interreligious dialogue, where he showed recognition, for example,
for indigenous theology in Latin America, and for how elements of the Christian faith
can be present in the rich religious and philosophical traditions of the Indian culture.
For Ratzinger, therefore, “how an intercultural synthesis in the present moment is
possible without losing the identity of our faith is exciting for us, and | think it is an
important topic even for non-Christians or non-Catholics”.
(https://www.pas.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pas/pdf-volumi/scripta-
varia/sv105pas.pdf).

In the last address of Pope Benedict XVI to the PAS Plenary Session (2012), he
elaborated on the theme of “Complexity and Analogy in Science”. He stressed that
“...the significant discoveries and advances of recent years invite us to consider the
great analogy of physics and biology which is clearly manifested every time that we
achieve a deeper understanding of the natural order”. Pope Benedict XVI clearly
enjoyed engaging in science discourse with the Academy, indicating the Pontifical
Academy’s potentials and opportunities. He pointed out to the Academy: “In your
discussions, you have sought to examine, on the one hand, the ongoing dialectic of
the constant expansion of scientific research, methods and specializations and, on the
other, the quest for a comprehensive vision of this universe in which human beings,
endowed with intelligence and freedom, are called to understand, love, live and
work”.
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Finally, and on a strong note of emphasis on cooperation between science and faith,
Pope Benedict XVI concluded his address: “In the great human enterprise of striving
to unlock the mysteries of man and the universe, | am convinced of the urgent need
for continued dialogue and cooperation between the worlds of science and of faith in
the building of a culture of respect for man, for human dignity and freedom, for the
future of our human family and for the long-term sustainable development of our
planet. Without this necessary interplay, the great questions of humanity leave the
domain of reason and truth, and are abandoned to the irrational, to myth, or to
indifference, with great damage to humanity itself, to world peace and to our ultimate
destiny” (https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2012-8-
november.html).!

The Pontifical Academy of Sciences hopes to celebrate the memory of Pope Benedict
XVI fully during the next Plenary Session of the Academy (Fall 2024). We wish to avail
ourselves of this tribute to invite all Academicians to remember our beloved colleague
in their thoughts and prayers, and to endeavor participate in the commemorative
event in the Fall of 2024.

With prayerful wishes for the Blessings of the New Year,

Yours sincerely,

7) —

Y PR QW

Prof. Joachim von Braun Cardinal Peter Turkson

President Chancellor

1 See the links for other addresses in the attached list, entitled, “From the Chronicler of the Pontifical Academy”.
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Card. Joseph Ratzinger
to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences

Appointed Honorary Pontifical Academician of the P.A.S. by St. John Paul Il on 13 November 2000
until 18 April 2005 (elected Supreme Pontiff with the name of Benedict XVI on 19 April 2005).

He took partin the Plenary Session on “The Cultural Values of Science” (8-11 November 2002) during
which he gave a “self-presentation”.
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/publications/scripta-varia/sv105pas.html

He took part in the workshop on “The Four-Hundredth Centenary of the Pontifical Academy of
Sciences 1603-2003” on 9 November 2003.
Link: https://www.pas.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pas/pdf-volumi/acta/actal7pas.pdf

During the Plenary Session on “Paths of Discovery” (5-8 November 2004) he celebrated Holy Mass
at Montecassino Abbey on 7 November 2004.
Link: https://www.pas.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pas/pdf-volumi/acta/actal8pas.pdf

Pope Benedict XVI
to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences

Message sent with letter of the Secretary of State, Card. Pietro Parolin, dated 16 November 2005,
on the occasion of the joint meeting of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and Pontifical Academy
of Social Sciences on “Globalization and Education” (16-17 November 2005).

Link: https://www.pas.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pas/pdf-volumi/extra-series/es28pas.pdf

Visit to the Casina Pio IV in honour of St John Paul 1l (21 November 2005).
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2005-21-november.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Predictability in Science: Accuracy and Limitations” (3-6
November 2006) on 6 November 2006.
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2006-6-november.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Scientific Insights into the Evolution of the Universe and of
Life” (31 October-4 November 2008) on 31 October 2008.
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2008-31-october.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “The Scientific Legacy of the 20™ Century” (28 October-1
November 2010) on 28 October 2010.
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2010-28-october.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Complexity and Analogy in Science” (5-7 November 2012)
on 8 November 2012.
Link: https://www.pas.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2012-8-november.html
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Pope Benedict XVI
to the Pontifical Academy of Social Sciences

Message sent with letter of the Secretary of State, Card. Pietro Parolin, dated 16 November 2005,
on the occasion of the joint meeting of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences and Pontifical Academy
of Social Sciences on “Globalization and Education” on 16-17 November 2005.

Link: https://www.pas.va/content/dam/casinapioiv/pas/pdf-volumi/extra-series/es28pas.pdf

Address at the Casina Pio IV during the Plenary Session on “Conceptualization of the Person in Social
Sciences” (18-22 November 2005) on 21 November 2005.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2005-21-november.html

Message to PASS President Prof. Mary Ann Glendon on the occasion of the Plenary Session on
“Vanishing Youth?” (28 April-2 May 2006) dated 27 April 2006.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2006-27-april.html

Message to PASS President Prof. Mary Ann Glendon on the occasion of the Plenary Session on
“Charity and Justice in the Relations Among Peoples and Nations” (27 April-1 May 2007) dated 28
April 2007.

Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2007-28-april.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Pursuing the Common Good: How Solidarity and Subsidiarity
Can Work Together” (2-6 May 2008) on 3 May 2008.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2008-3-may.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Catholic Social Doctrine and Human Rights” (1-5 May 2009)
on 4 May 2009.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2009-4-may.html

Address during the Plenary Session on “Crisis in a Global Economy. Re-Planning the Journey” (30
April-4 May 2010) on 30 April 2010.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2010-30-april.html

Message to PASS President Prof. Mary Ann Glendon on the occasion of the Plenary Session on
“Universal Rights in a World of Diversity — The Case of Religious Freedom” (29 April-3 May 2011)
dated 29 April 2011.

Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2011-29-april.html

Message to PASS President Prof. Mary Ann Glendon on the occasion of the Plenary Session on “The
Global Quest for Tranquillitas Ordinis” (27 April-1 May 2012) dated 27 April 2012.
Link: https://www.pass.va/en/magisterium/benedict-xvi/2012-27-april.html
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